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Submitted by Lynette Fast, Lincoln Public Schools

Project Description:

In correlation with Lincoln’s Stories of Home Community Art Project, Lincoln North Star Students and Staff will create a collaborative sculpture of compact discs with 1813 individual stories/designs of home written and drawn with permanent marker. One hundred and thirty strands of multiple CDs will be suspended from the high entrance foyer ceiling to produce a colorful “reflection” as people enter the building. On walls near the installation, signs will document the installation and tell individual stories.

A community is full of little stories that we don’t see, but they are what create the community.

· "The cultural dimension encompasses the world of values, motivations, aspirations, attitudes, creativity; a world where hopes, dreams and plans engage the heart and soul, not just within the psyches of individuals but between them and among them at the heart of communities themselves." (Hawkes, 2001) © Creative City Network of Canada | www.creativecity.ca
· "Empowerment through the use of community media and art is also about policymaking at the local level and efforts to link local politics with national. It is about another way of constructing local history and providing narratives, which are more personal and directly related to the experiences of communities, and the people who live in them. There is spontaneity to local culture, which far exceeds the descriptions, and analyses, which can be made of it. The process is in constant evolution and by its very nature challenges preconceptions of subjectivity, public discourse, and modes of communication." (Burnett, 1966) © Creative City Network of Canada | www.creativecity.ca
· "Scholars and social observers interested in civic engagement suggest a relationship between cultural participation and a sense of community. In this view, cultural participation helps people identify with their personal heritage and the larger community in which they live, thus encouraging attitudes, values, and social ties that underpin a well-functioning society." (Walker, Scott-Melnyk, & Sherwood, 2002) © Creative City Network of Canada | www.creativecity.ca
Goals:

1. Build relationships with one another by sharing personal stories.  

2. Recognize the importance of HOME in our lives.

3. Recognize our diverse population through learning about each other's HOME
4. Introduce Stories of Home by explaining the exhibit and expectations for February 2007.

5. Create an installation sculpture to represent North Star’s Community by producing one piece to contribute to an assembled sculpture.

Procedures:

1. Explain Stories of Home, approaching exhibit in Feb. 2007, and preparations/expectations for the exhibit by reading the following to the students:
a. Stories of Home is the Lincoln Arts Council's exciting new public arts project celebrating that which brings us together - family - and that which sets us apart the diversity within our human community. The project will engage and connect the people of Lincoln by transforming families' experiences into works and art. Stories of Home is shaped around a visual arts project led by renowned artist Pepón Osorio, in which a dozen professional artists will create sculptures that tell families' stories. The 12 works will travel through the community from June 2006 through February 2007. They will be shown - both together and separately - in homes, schools, businesses and community centers where people can get a close look and talk about the stories the artworks tell. During these months, community partners will present Stories of Home Windows, performances, literary activities, educational activities and a new media project for children. Lincoln is the first city to organize a project that involves citizens with art in such an intimate and meaningful way. A documentary will take the Stories of Home model to other cities.  Stories of Home will arrive at North Star in Feb. 2007.  We will house the exhibit in its final showing as one group. The artwork will be auctioned at the end of February.  Students will be expected to appreciate and respect the show during its duration at North Star. There are 12 valuable stories of our community represented. Please learn from the art pieces.
2. Pass out a note card to each student and have him or her write on it “Home is”. Each student should finish the sentence with his or her own idea about home.

3. Pass out a CD to each person.

a. Spread out the markers.

b. Instruct each person to write his/her sentence and name on one side of the CD.

c. On the other side of the CD, they can draw about one or more story they have about family, home, something important to remember.  The CD should be colorful and should be covered on both sides.

d. Attach all the groups CDs together by tying them securely into one line.  The finished length must be 10 – 15 foot.

4. While students are working you may: 

a. Discuss the following questions:

i. Why is it important to remember?

ii. What is home?

iii. What is story?

b. Discuss with students individually, mid-quarter grades.

5. OPTIONAL ACTIVITY IF TIME:  Storytelling activity: "Culturally, learning begins with the stories we are told. By sharing stories in the classroom we begin from a foundation of knowing instead of a knowledge deficit. It is this respectful starting point that helps people build bridges to new and meaningful constructs. We also affirm a person's sense of being by listening to those stories they value. Stories are often a window into a person's soul that allows us to glimpse values, attitudes, and beliefs. We each have a story that relates to the essence of who we are, where we have come from, and where we are journeying. Storytelling is a powerful facilitator of culture and spiritual identity and growth." (Cueva & Kuhnley, 2003) © Creative City Network of Canada / www.creativecity.ca

a. Take on the role of a family member or significant person.

b. Each person will contribute one sentence to a fiction story. You must speak as if you are the family member or significant person you have chosen. Use dialect, speech patterns, and attitude like that person. Think of what that person would say and do in the present conversation.

c. One person begins the conversation by saying one sentence.

d. Continue around the circle with each person adds one sentence to the conversation and speaks like their family member or significant person is in the conversation.

e. After a few passes, allow anyone to share some personal information about their family member or significant person with the group.

