Notes on Lincoln North Star High School Interdisciplinary Activities 
Related to Stories of Home     
submitted by Lynette Fast, Lincoln Public Schools
Stories of Home Committee:

Lynette Fast, Art

George Sedlacek,  Art

Karla Tinius,  Associate Principal

Stories of Home Activities in North Star Classrooms:

8/2006

Staff overview of Stories of Home and activity telling stories.  Staff meeting.

Lynette Fast, Art Specialist

9/1/06

Personal display space in classroom for students to post materials about themselves.

Emily Seifferlein  - 9th Physical Science:

9/20/06

In Computer Applications, the students created a PowerPoint about themselves.

Bonnie J. Malcolm, Assistant Work Experience for CTE, Business Teacher

We have finished a project in Creative Writing that has to do with stories that make up the experiences of the student. It is called, "What does your door look like?" They created doors with pictures, words, writing, symbols, and important ideas on them that represents who they are as a student. They should be on display in the Media Center sometime next week.

Bryan  Barnacle – English

Sue Paschold - English

9/22/06

I'm going to expand upon a project that I usually do with my first year German students. Since every family, town, state, etc. in Germany has a coat-of-arms, I have them create their own, using colors and symbols to show their heritage, their interests, and their family connection. Once each coat-of-arms is completed, I have them write an essay explaining their reasons for drawing what they did and how their heritage has affected who they are today. 

Nancy Youngman

10/06

Students will use drawing technique, proportion, and art elements by creating a portrait of people important to themselves. They will determine what culture, values, or aesthetics the person has taught them and communicate that through their drawing. Various connections to history, purpose, and careers related to portraiture will be introduced and discussed.

Lynette Fast, 2D/3D Design

11/06

I'm brainstorming ideas on how to incorporate this into my Student Pregnant/Parenting class. I think it would be beneficial for them to look at the home they grew up in and how they want that to look for their children.

Kristi Moser, Family & Consumer Sciences

11/06

For Stories of Home, my Reading Investigations classes will be writing a family tradition essay during this coming grading period.

Maura Giles-Watson

In English 10D we will start using our Wisdom Wednesday creative writing time to focus on a different aspect of "home" each week. Students will have 5 or 6 different free writes that they can later turn into a polished piece of writing or reflection or art. We haven't decided!

Melanie Farber, English Dept Chair

12/2006

Advocacy groups?  A whole school Stories of Home activity.  All staff and students will tell their story and then create an item to be assembled as a North Star story.  (See information on CD project.)
12/2006

Just a reminder of the 'family recipe and tradition' Stories of Home project Mary Ann and I did with the Culinary Baking students.

Susan Heine, Culinary Arts

12/2006

Pottery students created a container/sculpture that related a personal story. Students designed a large container or 4 piece set of small containers that represent your family, home, history, locations you’ve lived, hobbies /interests, ethnic / cultural background, etc. They researched at home, library, and the internet for ideas to incorporate. After combining that idea with a previously learned technique, students determined form to relate to a specific purpose for the container.

Lynette Fast, Pottery

February 07

Ryan O’Neil created a video to run on the bayou TV’s. Artists and sculptures and family stories are featured.

For 15 days, announcements were in the daily bulletin informing students about the exhibit.  First preparatory remarks were given, followed by a different artist/family sculpture featured each day.

2/7/07

When signing up to take my classes to the stories from home display,  I noticed, not many other classes are signed up. I know doing something like this is "scary" but WOW the kids have had some really good, very creative responses to this. We created a sheet for them to fill in their observations of these pieces related to culture, and will be using them in a guided discussion tomorrow. The students will then be using that information, as well as the other assignments, projects and discussion we have had about how culture effects behavior to create their own 'sculpture' for the evaluation. ANYWAY.. I just wanted to encourage you to see if there is a way to connect this to your curriculum. The kids have responded VERY WELL! 

ps... I'd be happy to share any of the ideas and activities my student teacher and I have created for this if you are interested.
It gets EVEN BETTER! One of the artists (the one who has the desks, back to back) has been here most of the morning, and she's talked to us, and she and the person the piece is about, are coming to ALL OF my human behavior classes on Friday, to share that story in-depth! AND the Lincoln Journal star was there, doing a piece on the CDs (you probably knew that) but now are also doing a piece on our class/use of the project! VERY COOL in deed!!!! The kids are really really responding well, I’m so excited for the conversation tomorrow in class.

-Camelle Kenny, Family Consumer Sciences

Feb 9, 2007  North Star Staff
We have 2 videos available featuring Stories of Home artist/family sculptures.  

1 - Lela Knox Shanks / Ann Gradwohl = Civil Rights in Lincoln NE and the Lela Shanks family.  Ryan Oneil taped Camille's class presentation.  This presentation is recorded on DVD / 50 minutes.

2 - Zainab Al-Baaj / Kate Brooke = A high school girl's life in Iraq, escaping Saddam Hussein's grips on the country in late 80's early 90's.  This VHS tape was recorded at Pound Middle School / 50 minutes. 
